
 

 

 

Hon. Domingo Diamante 
Presiding Judge 
Regional Trial Court Br. 67 
Guimbal, Iloilo 
Philippines 

 

 

May 8th, 2013 

 
Re: Call to drop the charges of Rebellion against Ruth Fe Salditos 
 
 
Dear Honor Domingo Diamante,  
 
I am writing on behalf of AGICES, the Italian network of fair trade organizations. AGICES was 
established in 2003 and is the main association representing the fair trade sector in Italy . AGICES has 
90 member organizations throughout Italy, importers and World Shops, committed in selling fair 
trade products and promoting fair trade principles. 
 
We would like to draw your attention to the rebellion charge brought against Ms. Ruth Fe Salditos. 
The complaint filed by the Office of the Provincial Prosecutor's Office in Ioilo City identified Ms. 
Salditos as a member of the New People Army who allegedly participated in an armed encounter 
between government soldiers and the NPA on March 26, 2012. 
 
Ms. Salditos is one of the founders of Panay Fair Trade Centre (PFTC), was the chairperson of PFTC for 
several years and is now the president of Fair Trade Foundation-Panay, Inc. (FTF-P), both based in 
Iloilo Island. Among our partners Panay Fair Trade Centre (PFTC) is certainly one of the most 
important and trustworthy. 
 
We are deeply touched and profoundly shocked by these accusations of Ms. Ruth Fe Salditos. We are 
aware Ms. Salditos is accused of a very serious crime, but we believe she did not commit it.  
 
In our cooperation with PFTC, we experienced Ms. Salditos as an extremely committed, hard working 
and fair person who has dedicated her entire life to the improvement of the living conditions of poor 
people by engaging them in fair trade activities. She therefore has a true commitment towards her 
community and her Country. Her managing responsibilities in PFTC and FTF-P were always brought 
forward in a peaceful way.  
 
We also know about her mandates in numerous national and international boards through PFTC 
namely, Asian Fair Trade Forum, Philippine Fair Trade Forum and World Fair Trade Organization.  Also, 



 

 

she has been actively involve with Slow Food International which FTF-P is now a member and 
Philexport, a private organization based in their region being the president (two terms now) working 
for small and medium enterprises, community development and peace promotion. 
 
AGICES stands by Ms. Salditos's innocence and integrity. 
With full trust, we appeal to Your Honor in order to make sure that Ms. Salditos’ position will be 
cleared, thus permitting her to come back to her work, her duties and her commitments in fair trade. 
 

Respectfully yours, 
 

Alessandro Franceschini 
President of AGICES  

 

 

 


